
Introducing the B Corporation™

www.bcorporation.net


We need a new type 
of corporation which 
creates benefit for
society, not just 
shareholders.

Introducing the  
B Corporation.

Responsible
Green 
Sustainable
How do we tell the difference between 
a “good company” and just good marketing?

Profit
Succession
Growth
Liquidity
How do we achieve these while taking care 
of our employees, community, and the 
environment?

Financial Crisis
Creative Capitalism
Tipping Point
How do we create public policies and capital 
markets which transform corporate accountability 
and create social impact through business?
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We are the company we keep.
Join us.

160 Certified B Corporations, 30 industries, 
$1B collective revenues, $6B in assets

2
‘B Corporation’, the ‘B Corporation Seal’, ‘the change we seek’ and the ‘B Ratings System’ are trademarks of B Lab. ©2009 B Lab, Inc.			              Contact us at: thelab@bcorporation.net

Apparel/Footwear Building Business Services Consumer Products

Dansko A1 Builders BetterWorld Telecom Comet Skateboards

Del Forte Denim Ice Stone Give Something Back Fair Trade Sports

GoLite Apparel Nolan Painting Hanson Bridgett Method

Indigenous Designs Re: Vision Architecture New Leaf Paper Melissa Joy Manning

TS Designs South Mountain Company Praxis Consulting Seventh Generation

Developing World Energy Fair Trade Financial Services

Agora Partnerships Big Tree Climate Fund Alter Eco Fair Trade Benchmark Asset Managers

CAP Global Bikestation Guayaki ShoreBank

IGNIA Partners EKO Asset Management Numi Organic Tea Social (k)

OneRoof Practical Energy Solutions Pura Vida Coffee TBL Capital

Sungevity Sustainable Harvest Trillium Asset Management

Food/Beverages Marketing Media Restaurants

Cleanfish BBMG Care2 Busboys & Poets

Culinary Collective egg Saber es Poder Greg Christian Catering

Greyston Bakery Parsons Public Relations Sustainable Industries Moka Joe Café

King Arthur Flour Straus Communications Organic Planet

Plum Organics The SOAP Group White Dog Café

Retail Travel/Recreation

Betterworld Books Evergreen Lodge

Kimberton Whole Foods KKMI

UnCommonGoods Untours

Village Books

Waldeck’s

See all B Coporations
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How do you become 
a Certified  
B Corporation?

Meet performance standards by achieving a passing  •	
score (80 out of 200) on the B Ratings System™

Meet legal standards by amending your Articles of •	
Incorporation to include consideration of  
stakeholder interests

Do it yourself on •	 www.bcorporation.net or reach out to 
thelab@bcorporation.net and we’ll help. 

Who certifies  
B Corporations?

B Lab is a 501 (c)(3)non-profit governed by an •	
independent Board of Directors.

The B Ratings System is governed by an independent •	
Standards Board.

The Boards and B Ratings System are transparent on •	
www.bcorporation.net .

Basic B Corp 
FAQs

What are B 
Corporations?
B Corporations are a new kind of company that 
uses the power of business to solve social and 
environmental problems. 

Certified B Corporations (B stands for Benefit): 

(1) meet transparent and comprehensive standards of social 
and environmental performance; 

(2) legally expand their corporate responsibilities to 
include consideration of stakeholder interests; and 

(3) amplify the voice of sustainable business and for-profit 
social enterprise through the power of the unifying  
B Corporation brand.

What are the benefits 
of becoming a  
B Corporation?
Influence Public Policy:

Create a new corporate form accountable to stakeholders•	

Establish tax incentives and procurement preferences •	
for sustainable business

Drive higher impact social investing through the •	
creation of impact investing standards

 Support your Business:

Be recognized as a leader •	

Save money (e.g. 75% discount on Salesforce)•	

Maintain mission as you grow, raise capital, sell,  •	
or plan succession

Differentiate through third party certification•	
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Make Good

B Corporations address two critical problems which 
hinder the creation of social and environmental 
impact through business:
 

1) the existence of shareholder primacy which makes it 

difficult for corporations to take employee, community, 

and environmental interests into consideration when 

making decisions; and

2) the absence of transparent standards which makes it 

difficult for all of us to tell the difference between a “good 

company” and just good marketing. 

 

B Corporations’ legal structure expands corporate 

accountability and enables them to scale and achieve liquidity 

while maintaining mission. B Corporations’ transparent and 

comprehensive performance standards enable consumers to 

support businesses that align with their values, investors to 

drive capital to higher impact investments, and governments 

and multinational corporations to implement sustainable 

procurement policies.  

 

Our vision is simple yet ambitious: to create a new 
sector of the economy which uses the power of business 
to solve social and environmental problems. 

 

This sector will be comprised of a new type of corporation – 

the B Corporation. B Corporations will be legally recognized 

by the states, tax preferred by the IRS, and valued by investors 

and consumers.  In a generation, this marketplace of B 

Corporations will reach 5-7% of US GDP -- the size of the 

non-profit sector today.  

 

As a result, individuals and communities will have greater 

economic opportunity, society will have moved closer to 

achieving a positive environmental footprint, more people 

will be employed in great places to work, and we will have built 

more local living economies in the US and across the world.  

CONTACT US:
Address: 8 Walnut Ave, Berwyn, PA 19312

Email:  thelab@bcorporation.net

Phone:  610-296-8283

Fax:  610-296-8289
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Sample B Report™
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B Corp Star Ratings Composite B Score

Compiled from answers to 
170 question on-line B Survey

Summary of stakeholder impact

Useful management tool

Comparable with leading businesses  
across 30 industries

Transparent for Certified B Corps  
on www.bcorporation.net

Category Ratings
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B Corporation  
Certification Requirements
 

Legal : Click here to learn more about how B Corps institutionalize stakeholder interests

Performance : Click here to see the complete B Ratings System, including questions on the B Survey

mailto:thelab@bcorporation.net
www.bcorporation.net
www.bcorporation.net/resources/bcorp/documents/BLab_LegalFramework_2009.pdf
http://survey.bcorporation.net/register.php


B Corporation  
in the news
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BUSINESS
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Feature article: Inc. Magazine
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Feature article: Inc. Magazine
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